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Dear Abe and Sue,
 
On Tuesday, November 25, the Arts and Humanities Panel of the ASC Curriculum Committee
 reviewed a new course request for Philosophy 2465 with GE Literature.
 
The Panel unanimously approved the request with three contingencies:

·         On syllabus, add GE goals, expected learning outcomes, and statement underneath
 explaining how the expected learning outcomes are fulfilled in the course. See p. 15
 of Curriculum and Assessment Operations Manual:
 https://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf

·         Submit full updated curriculum map (including proposed course; all courses in major
 are linked to one or more major program goal(s) with level at which they accomplish
 this). (The information currently submitted seems to be more a major advising
 sheet.)

·         Assessment plan should be reworked. What has been submitted is foremost a
 (complex) course goals assessment plan (i.e., assessment of how students will
 perform on quizzes, class projects, and writing assignments). This is different from
 assessing whether the course is fulfilling the 2 GE expected learning outcomes for
 GE Literature. Make sure to assess both GE expected learning outcomes (in
 particular, not clear how ELO#2 will be assessed).  I am attaching a sample GE
 Literature assessment plan for a German course (they are also requesting GE
 Diversity-Global Studies). The plan clearly shows how each individual ELO is linked to
 a specific direct assessment method as well as an indirect method. Let me know if
 you would like more guidance for the assessment plan,

 
I will return Philosophy 2465  via curriculum.osu.edu in a minute to enable the Department to
 address the points above.
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Janice Aski (Chair of the A&H Panel; cc’d here),
 or me.
 
Best,
Bernadette
 
 
 
Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Program Manager, Curriculum and Assessment
Arts and Sciences
The Ohio State University

mailto:roth.263@osu.edu
mailto:okeeffe.10@osu.edu
mailto:aski.1@osu.edu
mailto:heysel.1@osu.edu
https://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf



German 2250 BERLIN: Stories, Languages, and Ideas (GE) 
GE Assessment Plan for Literature: 
 
General Goals: 
Students evaluate significant texts in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and historical 
response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; and critical listening, reading, 
seeing, thinking, and writing. 
 
Expected Learning 
Outcomes 


Direct Methods: direct 
assessment of student 
performance through  
content and reflective 
questions; evaluation 
of homework 
assignments; 
evaluation of daily class 
discussion 
participation and 
presentations; 
evaluation of questions 
on quizzes and exams 


Indirect Methods: assess 
student knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, learning 
experiences, and 
perceptions through student 
formal and informal surveys 
about instruction, course 
materials and activities; 
focus group for  students 
feedback regarding 
instruction and program; 
student self-learning-
reflection and evaluation 


 
1. Students analyze, 
interpret, and critique 
significant literary works  


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 
1. midterm exam: 
How does Alexander 
von Humboldt 
represent the natives in 
chapter 1.6 of his 
famous and influential 
travel account 
Personal Narrative of 
Travels to the 
Equinoctial Regions of 
America (1799-1804), 
entitled “Mountains of 
New Andalucia, Valley 
of the Cumanacoa, 


 
Daily informal in-class 
discussions; student self-
evaluation1 


                                                        
1 Students will be asked to complete a self-evaluation that includes questions addressing 
the GE ELOs in this course. See Appendix A. 







Summit of the Cocollar, 
Missions of the Chayma 
Indians,” and how does 
this representation give 
us clues about 
Humboldt’s own values 
and preconceptions? 
 
2. final exam:  
Analyze how in his 
poem “God of the City” 
(1910) Georg Heym 
aesthetically 
represents the 
threatening character 
of the metropolis Berlin 
in the early 20th 
century and how he 
transforms the genre of 
lyric poetry in the 
process.  
 


 
2. Through reading, 
discussing, and writing 
about literature, students 
appraise and evaluate the 
personal and social values 
of their own and other 
cultures. 
 


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 
1. midterm exam 
Compare and contrast 
your own travel 
experiences with 
Humboldt’s travel 
narrative. Focus on 
how you react to what 
seems foreign to you 
and how your reactions 
reflect your own values 
and preconceptions.  
 
2. final exam: 
Compare and contrast 
your own experience of 
Columbus’ or your own 


 
Instructor observations; 
student self-evaluation 







town’s internal borders 
with that portrayed by 
Christa Wolf. Does 
Columbus or your 
hometown have a wall 
or walls?  Who or what 
is responsible for this 
wall/these walls? How 
do you deal with this 
wall/these walls? 
(Note: Students will be 
asked in class to reflect 
on this question, so 
that they will not be 
unprepared.) 
 


 
GE Assessment Plan for Diversity: Global Studies: 
 
General Goals: 
Students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United 
States and across the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled 
citizens. 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes Direct Methods: direct 


assessment of student 
performance through  
content and reflective 
questions; evaluation of 
homework assignments; 
evaluation of daily class 
discussion participation 
and of presentations; 
evaluation of questions 
on exams and quizzes 


Indirect Methods: assess 
student knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, learning 
experiences, and perceptions 
through student formal and 
informal surveys about 
instruction, course materials 
and activities; focus group; 
student self-evaluations 


 
1. Students understand 
some of the political, 
economic, cultural, physical, 
social, and philosophical 
aspects of one or more of 
the world’s nations, peoples 


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 


 
Daily informal in-class 
discussions; student self-
evaluation2 


                                                        
2 Students will be asked to complete a self-evaluation that includes questions addressing 
the GE ELOs in this course. See Appendix A. 







and cultures outside the U.S. 
 
 


1. midterm exam 
Explain the social and 
gender hierarchies of 
Prussia’s late 
eighteenth-century 
society as represented 
in Lessing’s comedy 
“Minna von Barnhelm”? 
 
2. final exam 
Compare and contrast 
the Eastern and 
Western views on the 
Berlin Wall, as reflected 
in Christa Wolf’s novel 
Divided Sky (1963) and 
Peter Schneider’s novel 
Wall Jumper (1982).  
 


 
2. Students recognize the 
role of national and 
international diversity in 
shaping their own attitudes 
and values as global citizens. 
 


 


 
The midterm and the 
final exam will each 
include one question 
directed toward this 
learning outcome. 
Sample questions: 
1. midterm exam 
Explain the obstacles 
faced by Jews living in 
Berlin around 1800, 
using the examples of 
Moses Mendelssohn or 
Salomon Maimon.  Then 
reflect on the obstacles 
faced by a minority 
population or 
populations in 
Columbus or your 
hometown, citing one or 
two specific examples.  
(Note: Students will be 
asked in class to reflect 
on this question, so that 
they will not be 
unprepared.) 


 
Daily informal in-class 
discussions; student self-
evaluation 







 
 
2. final exam 
Explain how being both 
Jewish and gay affected 
the life of Gad Beck as 
well as his view of his 
life, as told in his 
memoir Memoirs of a 
Gay Jew in Nazi Berlin 
(1995). Then reflect on 
how your own cultural, 
political, or economic 
background shapes your 
own experiences and 
how you view and 
evaluate those 
experiences, citing one 
or two specific 
examples.  
 
 


 
 
  







Description of follow-up processes: 
At the end of the course, we analyze the data collected on student achievement and student 
self-evaluation to identify problem areas and evaluate the best ways to make 
improvements and necessary changes to ensure better fulfillment of the GE expected 
learning outcomes.  We will also analyze the student learning Self-Evaluation to examine 
how students evaluated their own learning experience and progress and to determine 
whether student perception meshed with course performance.  Based on students’ input 
and performance, necessary adjustments to the course work and instructional materials 
will be made.  These end-of-semester analyses (including student self-evaluations) will be 
archived digitally.  The results will be discussed with our Undergraduate Studies 
Committee, which handles curriculum matters.  We will also use these data to write a GE 
report when the ASCC Assessment Panel requests it. 
 
 
  







Appendix A: 
 
German 2250 BERLIN: Stories, Languages, and Ideas (GE) 


GE: Literature 
Student Learning-Self-Evaluation 
 
Please select the response that best reflects your experience in this course. 
 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


disagree 
have developed skills that will help me 
to analyze, interpret, and critique 
significant German literary works 
 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 


 
 
 
 


As a result of this course I….. Strongly 
agree 


Agree Disagree Strongly 
diagree 


have developed an understanding of the 
personal and social values of the 
cultures of Germany and Berlin  
 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 


 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


diagree 
have developed skills to evaluate the 
personal and social values of my own 
and German culture. 
 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
German 2250 BERLIN: Stories, Languages, and Ideas (GE) 


GE: Diversity: Global Studies 


Student Learning-Self-Evaluation 
 
Please select the response that best reflects your experience in this course. 
 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


diagree 
understand some of the political, 
economic, cultural, physical, social and 
philosophical aspects of Berlin and 
Germany  


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 
 
As a result of this course I….. Strongly 


agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 


diagree 
recognize how international diversity 
shapes my attitudes and values as a 
global citizen. 


    


 
Please explain your answer: 
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